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Dear Returning and Prospective Sponsors,

The 3rd annual TEDxGVSU event will take place on Friday, March 15, 2019, in Loosemoore 
Auditorium at Grand Valley State University’s Pew Campus in Grand Rapids, MI. This is an event 
curated by GVSU students, alumni, and faculty intended to reach both the Grand Valley and the 
greater Grand Rapids communities. We focus on bringing bold ideas worth spreading to every 
corner of our community. This year, it is our goal to connect thinkers, doers, and innovators that are 
having a “Laker Effect”, for an exhilarating evening of speakers, discussions, entertainment, and art. 

Each year’s conference is unique and driven by a specific theme. This year’s theme is GROW which 
focuses on the concept of developing from progress to maturity. The mobilization of this process 
mentally and physically produces brilliant ideas out of our geniuses and into the applied world 
around us. Concepts and ideas are always growing and so we invite our community to grow with us 
to explore new interdisciplinary ideas and innovations. 

TEDxGVSU 2019 will engage a diverse group of students, faculty, staff, alumni, and members of the 
greater Grand Rapids community by showcasing an expansive environment. At this event, we will 
pack the Loosemoore Auditorium seats with intellectually-curious and creative attendees who aim to 
nurture passion, inspiration, an unmatched sense of togetherness, and the resources to change their 
lives and the community around them at this event.

Our event creates a dynamic setting for humanities and social sciences students to talk with 
business and technology students about their experiences in their respective disciplines. This event 
allows them to ideate bold ideas and concepts in order to lay the groundwork for future innovation. 

On behalf of TEDxGVSU, I am asking you and your organization to be a part of our ideas worth 
sharing at Grand Valley State University. By partnering with TEDxGVSU, you are attaching your 
organization’s brand with a global name such as TEDx, which as a result, will positively boost the 
perception and attitudes of your brand to a global audience. We very much look forward to hearing 
back from you.

Thankfully,

Foreword

DeMario D. Bell
Co-founder & Director of Partnerships



TEDx

TEDx was created in the spirit of TED’s 
mission, “ideas worth spreading.” It 
supports independent organizers who 
want to create a TED-like event in their own 
community. These local, self-organized 
events are branded TEDx, where
x = independently organized TED event.
For more information about TEDx, visit:

www.ted.com/about/programs-initiatives/
tedx-program

TEDxGVSU

TEDxGVSU is a collaborative initiative 
between Grand Valley State University’s 
students, faculty, staff, and members of 
the Greater Grand Rapids community. 
The conference features interdisciplinary 
speakers - including those from the GVSU 
community - sharing their past experiences, 
current projects, and future ideas to 
promote critical inquiry, innovation, and 
dialogue. The event will also integrate 
music, video interludes, live performances, 
and other surprises to promote the 
spreading of ideas across multiple 
mediums.

For more information about TEDxGVSU, 
contact us at tedxgvsu@gmail.com

TED

TED is a nonprofit devoted to spreading 
ideas, primarily in the form of short, powerful 
talks (18 minutes or less). TED began in 
1984 as a conference where Technology, 
Entertainment and Design converged, 
and today covers almost all topics — from 
science to business to global issues — in 
more than 100 languages. For information 
about TED, visit:

www.ted.com/about/our-organization

Program Description



JOIN

Why Sponsor?

CONNECT

SHARE

Join a great group of sponsors in supporting 
TEDxGVSU with forward-thinking
individuals who are thinkers and doers, 
distinguishing your brand as being a part of a
community of problem solving and innovation.

Learn and mingle with other thinkers and 
doers to collaborate on ideas and start-ups. 
As a sponsor, you’ll have the opportunity to 
share your set of innovative ideas and projects 
with TEDxGVSU attendees.

Connect with hundreds of intellectually-
curious faculty, staff, students, alumni, and 
locals. By engaging and interacting with the 
community, your brand will align itself with 
an organization that promotes innovation and 
make a stand on a global stage.



8 PM

Thomas J. Haas

Sally Triant

Diana Sieger

John Smutny

Teresa Weatherall Neal

Szymon Machajewski

Rhoda Klomega

Jennifer Ward

Joie Cheng

President, Grand Valley 
State University

Founder, Grow Wise
Learning

President, Grand Rapids 
Community Foundation

Undergraduate Student, 
Electrical Engineering 
Grand Valley State University

Superintendent, Grand 
Rapids Public Schools

Affiliate Professor, School of Com-
puting & Information Systems
Grand Valley State University

Founder and CEO, Delasie

English Teacher, Grandville 
High School

International Best-Selling Author, 
Keynote Speaker, Certified 
Publishing Coach, 
and Podcast Host

From the moment we enter this world, we begin to grow. The word “grow” is applicable in every avenue of 
our lives. While success or security is not guaranteed in our paths, the expansion of our identity, society, 
and technology should never stop. Every concept starts small and is nurtured through synergy and 
cultivation. Join our conversation on the importance of growth at the TEDxGVSU 2019 event. Come as you 
are, let’s grow together.

Friday, March 15, 2019 @ 7 PM
Loosemore Auditorium

TEDxGVSU 2019: Grow

Featured Speakers

4 PM



Getting Involved

• Six (6) complimentary front-row event tickets
• Access to meet & greet and photo with event speakers for your attendees
• First-level recognition of TEDxGVSU promotional materials
• Organization recognition in Press Release
• Sponsorship credit on videos uploaded to YouTube
• Organization logo put on our website
• Organization logo and recognition in event program
• Promotional table during intermission

INNOVATOR
$750 or more in support

• Four (4) complimentary event tickets
• Four (4) complimentary vouchers for meet & greet with event speakers
• Second-level recognition of TEDxGVSU promotional materials
• Organization logo put on our website
• Organization logo and recognition in event program
• Promotional table during intermission

DOER
$500 or more in support

• Two (2) complimentary event tickets
• Third-level recognition of TEDxGVSU promotional materials
• Organization logo put on our website
• Organization logo and recognition in event program
• Promotional table during intermission

THINKER
$250 or more in support

In-Kind Opportunities

If you cannot contribute to the event financially, there are still other great ways to support 
TEDxGVSU:
    ∙  Food, Snacks, or Beverages    ∙  Photography/Videography
    ∙  Printing/T-Shirts     ∙  Media Partnerships
    ∙  Gift Items



To become a TEDxGVSU partner, please contact:

DeMario Bell
bellde@mail.gvsu.edu 

Thank you for being a part of our 
ideas worth sharing.

@TEDxGVSU  


